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Abstract Northeast China cold vortex (NECV) is an important weather system in Northeast China. Based on the ERA-Interim four
times daily reanalysis data provided by ECMWF, the existing objective identification method is improved and the idea of weather
map analysis is applied to the objective identification of cold vortex. 516 Northeast China cold vortex processes in the summers (May
to August) from 1979 to 2018 are extracted in this study. In order to study the difference in the NECV initial position, the active
region of the NECV is divided into four quadrants with 45°N as the X-axis and 125°E as the Y-axis. Results show that in summer, the
frequency of NECV formation is the highest in the second quadrant (northwest) and the lowest in the fourth quadrant (southeast). The
NECVs are mainly moving to the east. The average persistence time of the NECV in summer is 3.2 d, and the persistence times are
quite different for NECVs generated in different quadrants. The longest persistence time is found for NECVs generated in the second
quadrant (3.5 d on average) while the shortest is found for those generated in the fourth quadrant (2.9 d on average). 72.1% of the
NECVs have a lifespan less than 4 d. The frequency of the NECV generatation in the second quadrant in each month of the summer is
much more than that in the other three quadrants, and decreases month by month, demonstrating an obvious characteristic of
intraseasonal variation. The initial position and the frequency of the NECV both have obvious interdecadal variation characteristics.
In May, the NECYV initial position is located further north from 1998 to 2007 and further south from 2008 to 2018. In June, it moves
southward from 1980 to 1998 and northward from 2008 to 2018. It is also located further east from 1993 to 2003 and further west
from 2004 to 2018. In July, it moves northward from 1998 to 2010, westward from 1985 to 2000 and eastward from 2005—2012. In
August, it is located further north from 2002 to 2010 and further east from 2009 to 2018. In terms of frequency, especially in the
second quadrant, the interdecadal variation of the NECV is obviously inconsistent within the season. There are more NECVs from
1979 to 1985 and fewer from 1986 to 1992 in May; more from 1979 to 1992 and fewer from 1993 to 2018 in June; more from 1980 to
1991 and fewer from 1992 to 2000 in July.
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Fig. 1 Diagram of lowest geopotential height at the

surrounding grids of the cold vortex
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range of the cold vortex, b. the closed contour is at the boundary of the identification range of the cold vortex)
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Table 1  Chronological table of NECV in the summers (May to August) from 1979 to 2018
hisea ] AR E SEF ] LERAALE
1 1979050408 BT (52°N, 110°E) 1979050620 BT (54°N, 126°E)
2 1979050708 BT (55°N, 139°E) 1979050902 BT (59°N, 140°E)
3 1979050814 BT (55°N, 119°E) 1979051020 BT (60°N, 133°E)
4 1979051020 BT (48°N, 133°E) 1979051520 BT (44°N, 132°E)
5 1979051508 BT (42°N, 115°E) 1979051808 BT (44°N, 138°E)
512 2018061114 BT (60°N, 127°E) 2018061614 BT (55°N, 120°E)
513 2018071214 BT (52°N, 113°E) 2018071408 BT (54°N, 121°E)
514 2018080520 BT (60°N, 131°E) 2018080802 BT (58°N, 145°E)
515 2018081714 BT (59°N, 111°E) 2018082108 BT (57°N, 126°E)
516 2018082402 BT (42°N, 121°E) 2018082602 BT (46°N, 129°E)
2 20084F 5 A AL 3 & A4 A HELH ) (R 4%, 2009)
Table 2 Occurrence dates of three types of NECV in May of 2008(Wu, et al, 2009)
5 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
b 04—06 — — — 15—17 — — — — 31
ik — 06—08 09—11 — — 18—20 21—23 24—27 27—30 —
R — — — 12—14 — — — — — —
3 2008 4F 5 H AR Ib¥& I H BLAT [a] (4% 30)
Table 3 Times of NECV occurrence in May of 2008
a2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
s 0402 0608 0914 1520 2314 2702 2820
SR 0608 0908 1514 2102 2702 2902 3120
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