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Abstract

To better understand the climate response under stabilized, overshoot, and transient global warming, four types of ensemble experiments on
1.5 °C/2 °C global warming scenarios (i.e., stabilized 1.5 °C, 1.5 °C overshoot, stabilized 2 °C, and transient 2 °C) are elaborately designed using
the Nanjing University Information Science and Technology Earth System Model (NESM). Compared with the modern climate (1985—2014),
the projected surface air temperature (SAT) change is characterized by a robust ‘Northern Hemisphere (NH)-warmer than-Southern Hemisphere
(SH)’ and ‘land-warmer than-ocean’ patterns. The projected precipitation change exhibits ‘NH-wetter than-SH’ pattern in the tropics. Although
the response of SAT and precipitation climatology show similar pattern between stabilized and overshoot scenarios, some significant differences
are still found. The projected change in the Northern Hemisphere land monsoon precipitation (NHLMP) is 30% larger in the transient 2 °C
experiment compared with that in the stabilized 2 °C experiment. The more vigorous NHLMP in the transient global warming scenario is mainly
due to the enhanced land—sea thermal contrast and interhemispheric temperature difference. The enlarged land—sea thermal contrast increases
the surface pressure gradient between the NH continents and its adjacent oceans, thus enhancing the NH monsoon circulation and moisture
convergence. The enhanced interhemispheric temperature difference shifts the Hadley circulation and intertropical convergence zone northward,
leading to the enhanced moisture convergence and the shifts of tropical rain band over the NH monsoon region. This result highlights that
climate responses may depend on different warming trajectories and, which could facilitate the strategic planning of governments.

Keywords: 1.5 °C/2 °C global warming; Monsoon precipitation; NESM model; Transient global warming; Stabilized global warming

1. Introduction precipitation change in the NHLM region is less understood
under the warming target of 1.5 °C/2 °C (IPCC, 2018). Un-

The Northern Hemisphere land monsoon (NHLM) region is derstanding the driving mechanisms and reliable projection of
inhabited by ~60% of the world's population; however, the NHLM precipitation (NHLMP) can benefit agriculture plan-
ning, food security, and socioeconomic sustainable develop-

ment. Observational studies have shown a decline in NHLMP
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(SSP2-4.5) of CMIP6 (Wang et al., 2020). Moisture budget
analysis revealed that moisture convergence plays an essential
role in the enhancement of monsoon precipitation (Hsu et al.,
2013; Kitoh et al., 2013; Endo and Kitoh, 2014). The
enhanced moisture convergence is due to the combination of
two offset effects between the increased atmospheric moisture
content due to the surface warming (thermodynamic effect)
and weakened monsoon circulation because of greenhouse gas
(GHG) induced top-heavy warming (dynamic effect)
(Chadwick et al., 2013; Endo and Kitoh, 2014). Meanwhile,
over the Northern Hemisphere (NH) monsoon regions, espe-
cially over the Asian monsoon region, the projected slowdown
of monsoon circulation is smaller than other monsoon regions
(Hsu et al., 2013; Endo and Kitoh, 2014). Lee and Wang
(2014) and Wang et al., (2020) further argued that the pro-
jected increases in land—ocean and interhemispheric thermal
contrasts, and an El Nino—like warming are all responsible for
the differential changes of monsoon circulation between the
NH and Southern Hemisphere (SH).

King et al. (2020) found that the land and NH surfaces are
projected to be warmer in transient climate compared with that
in quasi-equilibrium climate under the same magnitude of
global warming. The land—ocean and NH—SH thermal con-
trasts could change global circulation, especially over the
tropics (Lee and Wang, 2014; Park et al., 2015; Rowell and
Chadwick, 2018; Cao et al., 2020). The difference in surface
warming pattern and its associated circulation change may
alter the NH monsoon precipitation. Cao et al. (2020) pointed
out that the increasing of NH—SH thermal contrast tends to
enhance the northward cross-equatorial flow and strengthen
the boreal summer Hadley circulation, especially over the
eastern Hemisphere. Such circulation change could further
regulate the monsoon precipitation, especially over the NH
monsoon region.

In the Paris Agreement, several global mean surface tem-
perature (GMST) warming scenarios have been proposed
under the targets of global warming 1.5 °C above preindustrial
levels by the end of the 21st century (IPCC, 2018). These
scenarios include the GMST passing through the threshold of
1.5 °C before the end of the 21st century, keeping at 1.5 °C
during the late 21st century, and reaching an equilibrium state
before 2100 and maintaining the temperature for centuries
(IPCC, 2018). Therefore, assessing the impacts of 1.5 °C/2 °C
global warming would enhance our understanding of possible
responses for the transient, short-term (~3—5 decades) stabi-
lized, and long-term equilibrium climate of the earth system
(IPCC, 2018).

Giving the different responses in SAT among difference
scenarios (e.g., Pendergrass et al., 2015; King et al., 2020), it
is still unclear that how would the NHLMP change and what
are the differences of monsoon precipitation response among
different scenarios. Motivated by this, we designed four
1.5 °C/2 °C transient and stabilized global warming scenarios
using the NESM3 to understand the driven mechanism of
NHLMP change in difference warming scenarios. In addition,
this study will also provide the dataset for accessing the
climate impacts of 1.5 °C/2 °C global warming.

2. Experimental design and data
2.1. Model and experimental design

The NESM3 model is used to perform the ensemble sim-
ulations for different global warming scenarios, which consists
of the atmospheric component model of ECHAM v6.3, the
ocean component model of NEMO v3.4, the sea ice compo-
nent model of CICE v4.1, and the OASIS3-MCT_3.0 coupler
(Cao et al., 2018). The JSBACH land surface component
model is implicitly coupled with the ECHAM model. The
NESM3 model has two subversions, namely, the standard and
lower resolution versions. In this study, the standard resolution
version of the NESM3 model is configured; this version has
the same configuration as theNESM3 CMIP6 experiment (Cao
et al., 2019a). The atmospheric component model has a res-
olution of T63L47 (~1.9° latitude x 1.9° longitude) and 47
vertical levels extending from the surface to 0.01 hPa. The
horizontal resolution of the ocean component model is ~1° in
longitudinal and latitudinal directions, and the resolution in
the meridional direction is refined to 1/3° over the tropical
region. The ocean model has 46 vertical layers, with ten layers
in the upmost 100 m. The horizontal resolution of the sea ice
model is ~1 x 0.5° in longitudinal and latitudinal directions.
The CICE v4.1 solves dynamic and thermodynamic equations
for five categories of ice thickness. Detailed information on
the description and development of the model can be found in
Cao et al. (2018). The capability of NESM3 model in simu-
lating modern climatology and climate modes are evaluated in
Cao et al. (2015, 2018). This model is also used in under-
standing the predictability of global monsoon precipitation on
decadal to multi-decadal time scale (Li et al., 2017; Wang
et al., 2018), the monsoon precipitation response to different
external forcing (Yan et al., 2018; Cao et al., 2019b, 2019c)
and the predictability of extreme events (Luo and Wang, 2018;
Wang et al., 2019).

To investigate the climate impacts of 1.5 °C/2 °C global
warming, we elaborately design four global warming sce-
narios, e.g., stabilized 1.5 °C (15 ks), 1.5 °C overshoot (15
kos), stabilized 2 °C (2 ks), and transient 2 °C (2 kt). The
reference period of the GMST is 1850—1899. For the stabi-
lized 1.5 °C scenario, the GMST warming should be stabilized
at the level of 1.5 °C (1.5 + 0.1 °C) above preindustrial levels
for at least three decades by 2100. The 1.5 °C overshoot
scenario is similar to the stabilized 1.5 °C scenario except that
the expected multiyear GMST slightly overshoots before
returning to the global warming criterion of 1.5 °C by the end
of the 21st century. The design of the stabilized 2 °C scenario
is the same as the stabilized 1.5 °C scenario except that the
warming criterion is 2 °C. The additional transient 2 °C sce-
nario assumes that the expected GMST is continuously
increasing in the 21st century. The result of the transient 2 °C
scenario is used to assess the difference and similarity of cli-
matic consequences under transient and stabilized global
warming. A set of five ensembles of each scenario branching
from the NESM3 CMIP6 preindustrial experiment is
conducted.
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The integration of the four groups of experiments spans
from 1850 to 2100. The time-lag method is used to initialize
the five realizations. During the historical period
(1850—2014), all ensembles are driven by the CMIP6 histor-
ical experiment forcing, including greenhouse gas concentra-
tions, global land use, and land-cover forcing dataset, solar
irradiance, prescribed aerosol, and ozone concentration (Cao
et al., 2019). During the period of 2015—2100, the differ-
ences in CO, concentrations are only considered among the
four global warming scenarios. All other forcing take the same
values in 2014. To fulfill the requirement of changes in GMST
under the four designed scenarios, we conduct experiments on
the basis of two aspects. First, we design the CO, concentra-
tion pathways on the basis of the Community Earth System
Model results and scale it by the equilibrium climate sensi-
tivity of the NESM3 model. Second, a few CO, concentration
perturbation experiments are performed to obtain the final CO,
concentration pathway for each global warming scenario. The
identification of the equilibrium climate sensitivity is deter-
mined on the basis of the changes in the GMST in response to
the doubling of CO, concentration from preindustrial levels.
The CO, concentration pathways could vary in different
coupled models due to the differences in equilibrium climate
sensitivities.

2.2. Data and method

The 1985—2014 precipitation data of the Global Precipi-
tation Climatology Project version 2.2 (Huffman et al., 2009)
are used to define the monsoon domain. According to Wang
et al. (2012), the monsoon region is defined as where the
boreal summer (May—September) precipitation exceeds 55%
of the total annual amount and the annual range of precipita-
tion is larger than 2.5 mm d~'. We also adopt the global
monsoon domains derived from the historical (1985—2014)
and stabilized 1.5 °C experiments (2071—2100) which yield
similar results (not shown).

The period of 1985—2014 is taken as a reference period for
modern climatology. To make a fairly comparison, the period
of 2071—2100 is selected for the stabilized 1.5 °C and 1.5 °C
overshoot scenario since that the GMST warming is 1.5 °C
above pre-industrial levels. The periods of 2071—2100 and
2032—2061 are used for the stabilized and transient 2 °C
scenario, respectively, due to the same magnitude (2 °C above
pre-industrial levels) of global warming. The statistical sig-
nificance of correlation and composite differences are per-
formed using two-tailed Student's #-test (Siegel, 1956).

3. Results
3.1. Mean surface air temperature and precipitation

The temporal evolutions of CO, concentration in the four
scenarios are shown in Fig. la. In the stabilized 1.5 °C sce-
nario, the atmospheric CO, concentration gradually increases
and reaches the maximum value of 450 x 10~ in 2035. Then,
the CO, concentration declines to 430 x 107 in 2055.

Naturally, a net negative emission is expected after 2035.
Observation data show that the CO, concentration is 413 X
107° at the beginning of 2020 and increases by approximately
20 x 107°1in 2010s (Meinshausen and Elisabeth, 2016). This
trend suggests that immediate action should be taken to pursue
global warming under 1.5 °C. In the 1.5 °C overshoot scenario,
the CO, concentration is projected to reach the maximum
value of 490 x 107° in 2040. This scenario requires a more
extensive negative CO, emission from 2041 to 2049. After
that, the CO, concentration maintains a constant of 424 x
107 until 2100. Under the stabilized 2 °C scenario, the CO,
concentration is projected to reach the maximum value of 500
x 107° in 2050 and then gradually to decay to 480 x 10~ in
2075. Subsequently, the CO, emission is projected to be
maintained at zero until 2100. For the transient 2 °C warming
scenario, the CO, emission follows the CMIP6 SSP5-8.5
emission. It shows a rapid increasement of atmospheric CO,
concentration.

We first verify the model's capability in simulating the
designed temperature for different warming trajectories. In the
stabilized 1.5 °C scenario (Fig. 1b), the GMST anomaly
exceeding 1.5 °C above preindustrial level is projected to
occur in 2049. Then, it would maintain the value till 2100,
with a linear trend of 0.01 °C per decade during 2051—2100.
Driven by the 1.5 °C overshoot CO, concentration pathway,
the GMST warming is projected to exceed 1.5 °C in 2031 and
then to reach its maximum of 1.9 °C in 2053. Afterward, the
GMST gradually decreases to ~1.5 °C till 2100, with linear
trend of —0.03 °C per decade in 2071—2100. In the stabilized
2 °C scenario, the GMST anomaly is projected to rise by 2 °C
in 2050; this value would be sustained until 2100, with a linear
trend of 0.02 °C per decade during 2050—2100. Under the
transient 2 °C CO, forcing, the GMST is projected to
continuously increase until 2100. Similar projection of GMST
are projected in the five ensembles of each scenario, indicating
a reasonable design of CO, concentration pathways (not
shown). Furthermore, the GMST could exceed the warming
criterion beyond 2100 in the stabilized scenarios due to the
slow response of the ocean (Held et al., 2010).

Fig. 2 shows the changes of climatologic mean SAT with
respect to modern climate and their differences among the four
scenarios. Similar warming patterns are projected for the sta-
bilized 1.5 °C and 1.5 °C overshoot experiments (Fig. 2a and
c) and for the stabilized and transient 2 °C experiments
(Fig. 2b and d). Generally, the projected SAT warming is
larger in NH than that in the SH, and it is higher in high lat-
itudes than that in low latitudes, especially over the NH. The
land surface is found to be warmer than the ocean, and the NH
ocean appears to be warmer than the Southern Ocean. How-
ever, the subpolar North Atlantic is found to be cooler than
that of the modern climatologic mean. Such so-called Atlantic
‘warming hole’ is a common feature in observation and
CMIP5 models under RCP4.5 (Rahmstorf et al., 2015; Menary
and Wood, 2018). The decreased SAT is also projected over
large part of the Southern Ocean, which is also observed in
some CMIP5 models under the RCP4.5 scenario (IPCC,
2014). The temperature difference between the stabilized
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Fig. 1. Experimental design of 1.5 °C/2 °C global warming scenarios, (a) CO, concentration pathways in the stabilized 1.5 °C (15 ks), 1.5 °C overshot (15 kos),
stabilized 2 °C (2 ks), and transient 2 °C (2 kt) global warming experiments; (b) ensemble means of GMST in the 15 ks, 15 kos, 2 ks, and 2 kt experiments. (The
period for the stabilized 1.5 °C, 1.5 °C overshoot, and stabilized 2 °C experiments is 2071—2100 (yellow shade), and the period of 2032—2061 (green shade) is
used for the transient 2 °C experiment. The dashed lines indicate the global warming of 1.5 °C/2 °C above preindustrial levels).

1.5 °C and 1.5 °C overshoot experiments is not significant and
less than 0.1 °C over most of the globe (Fig. 2e). However, the
difference between the stabilized and transient 2 °C experi-
ments shows significantly warm anomalies over the mid—high
latitudes of the NH and significantly cold anomalies over the
mid—high latitudes of the SH (Fig. 2f).

The projected changes in precipitation are similar for all
global warming scenarios (Fig. 3), showing a robust ‘wet-get-
wetter’ pattern (Held and Soden, 2006). Significant increase is
projected over the intertropical convergence zone (ITCZ) and
the South Pacific convergence zone, as well as the midlatitude
storm track regions where the moisture convergence and up-
ward motion are generally strong. Over the equatorial region,
precipitation is projected to decrease over the Indian Ocean
and to increase over the western Pacific Ocean. This anomaly
pattern is linked to the decreased sea surface temperature
(SST) gradient across the equatorial Pacific and the associated
weakened Walker circulation (not shown). The vertical motion
is projected to decrease over the maritime continent but to
enhance over the equatorial western Pacific region (not
shown).

As shown in Fig. 3e, no significant difference is found
between the stabilized 1.5 °C and 1.5 °C overshoot exper-
iments. However, the North African monsoon is projected to
be significantly wetter under the transient 2 °C experiment
than that under the stabilized 2 °C experiment. Moreover,
the southwestern Pacific Ocean is projected to be signifi-
cantly drier under the transient 2 °C experiment than that
under the stabilized 2 °C experiment, suggesting different
precipitation responses under transient and stabilized global
warming.

3.2. Land monsoon precipitation over the NH

Over the NH, monsoon precipitation accounts for a large
portion of annual precipitation. Fig. 4 shows the changes in
boreal summer precipitation for the four scenarios. Compared
with the changes in annual precipitation, boreal summer pre-
cipitation over the tropics shifts northward and is mainly
associated with the northward movement of the ITCZ
(Fig. 4a—c, Wang et al.,, 2013). Over the NH land, the

enhancement of summer precipitation is mainly projected to
be located in the monsoon region, especially over the North
African and Asian monsoon regions. The monsoon precipita-
tion is increased by 0.6 mm d~' over the North African and
Indian monsoon region, while the projected North American is
drier than modern climate state. This east-west asymmetric
change of NH monsoon precipitation is also found in CMIP5/
CMIP6 projection (Lee and Wang, 2014; Hsu et al., 2013).
This asymmetric change is attributable to the GHG forcing
because the only difference is GHG concentration in the four
global warming experiments.

Fig. 4e shows that the difference of boreal summer NHLMP
is little between stabilized 1.5 °C and 1.5 °C overshoot ex-
periments. However, the projected difference is large between
the transient 2 °C experiment and the stabilized 2 °C experi-
ment (Fig. 4f). The enhancement of land monsoon precipita-
tion is more pronounced over the North African monsoon
region in the transient 2 °C experiment compared with that in
the stabilized 2 °C experiment. The significant difference of
land monsoon precipitation between the transient and stabi-
lized global warming may suggest the dependence of hydro-
logic response on warming trajectory.

Fig. 5 shows the ensemble means of NHLMP anomalies,
land—sea thermal contrast indices, and interhemispheric tem-
perature difference indices in the four warming scenarios. The
land—sea thermal contrast is defined as the difference of SAT
over the NH continent and the global ocean (60°S—60°N,
180°W—180°E). The interhemispheric temperature difference
is computed as the difference of SAT between 20° and 60°N,
180°W—180°E and 40°S—0°, 180°W—180°E. Here, the refer-
ence period is 1850—1899. The NHLMP decreased in the
1850s—1900s and 1950s—1990s and increased in the
1900s—1940s and after the 1990s (Fig. 5a). The simulated
historical NHLMP variation since 1900 is consistent with the
observation data (Huang et al., 2019). The simulated NHLMP
anomalies are significantly correlated (r > 0.85, p < 0.01) with
the changes of land—sea thermal contrast and interhemispheric
temperature difference (Fig. 5). The close relationships sug-
gest that the NHLMP is likely driven by the land—sea thermal
contrast and the interhemispheric temperature difference in
1850—2100.
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Fig. 2. Differences of SAT between the (a) stabilized 1.5 °C, (b) stabilized 2 °C, (c) 1.5 °C overshoot, (d) transient 2 °C scenario and modern climatology
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(Only values that are statistically significant at 95% confidence level are shown. The period for the stabilized 1.5 °C, 1.5 °C overshoot, and stabilized 2 °C
experiments is 2071—2100, and the period of 2032—2061 is used for the transient 2 °C experiment).

We further calculate the NHLMP in the transient 2 °C
experiment during 2032—2061 when the GMST rises 2 °C
with respect to the preindustrial levels. The NHLMP is pro-
jected to increase by ~6% (0.43 mm d ') in the transient 2 °C
experiment (2032—2061) compared with modern clima-
tology. It is approximately 30% larger than that in the sta-
bilized 2 °C experiment (2071—2100). The difference in
precipitation between the stabilized and transient warming is
larger than that of an additional stabilized 0.5 °C warming
(stabilized 1.5 °C vs. stabilized 2 °C). In the transient 2 °C

experiment, the land—sea thermal contrast (interhemispheric
temperature difference) is 0.25 °C (0.3 °C) larger than that in
the stabilized 2 °C experiment (2071—2100). The larger
land—sea thermal contrast could deepen the continental low-
pressure system and strengthen the ocean high-pressure
system during the boreal summer, leading to a larger sur-
face pressure gradient between land and ocean (Webster,
1987; Fasullo, 2012). Fig. 6a shows the difference of sur-
face pressure between the transient and stabilized 2 °C
experiment. The surface pressure is projected to lower over
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Fig. 3. Changes of annual precipitation between the (a) stabilized 1.5 °C, (b)

stabilized 2 °C, (c) 1.5 °C overshoot, (d) transient 2 °C scenario and modern

climatology (1985—2014); difference of precipitation (e) between the stabilized 1.5 °C and 1.5 °C overshoot experiments and (f) between the stabilized and
transient 2 °C experiments (Only values that are statistically significant at 95% confidence level are shown. The period for the stabilized 1.5 °C, 1.5 °C overshoot,
and stabilized 2 °C experiments is 2071—2100, and the period of 2032—2061 is used for the transient 2 °C experiment).

the mid—high latitudes of the NH continents and higher over
the tropical oceans under transient global warming. The
enhanced surface pressure gradients between the NH conti-
nents and its adjacent ocean could drive the boreal summer
low-level monsoon flow (Fig. 6a, Webster, 1987). Compared
with the stabilized 2 °C experiment, the transient 2 °C
experiment simulates more robust cross-equatorial flow over
the Indian Ocean, western Pacific Ocean, and Atlantic Ocean.
And the southwesterly monsoon flow brings more moisture
that transports into the NH land monsoon region, leading to
the enhancement of low-level moisture convergence over the
NH monsoon regions (Figs. 6a and 7b).

During the boreal summer, the climatological mean upward
branch of Hadley circulation is located over the NH tropics
(Fig. 6b). In the transient 2 °C experiment, the projected
ascent motion is stronger (weaker) than the stabilized 2 °C
experiment over the region north (south) of 8°N (Fig. 6b). The
stronger ascent motion is consistent with the more vigorous
moisture convergence over the NH monsoon region, thus leads
to more monsoon precipitation in the transient 2 °C experi-
ment. Besides, the transient 2 °C experiment projected a
stronger ascent motion over the region of 10°-30°N, leading
to a northward expanding of upward branch of Hadley circu-
lation over the NH (Fig. 6b).
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transient 2 °C experiment).

Previous studies pointed out the shift of Hadley circulation
is closely linked to the movement of ITCZ which is driving by
the atmospheric cross-equatorial heat transport (Donohoe
et al., 2013; Schneider et al., 2014; Xiang et al., 2018). The
cross-equatorial energy transport could cause by interhemi-
spheric SST difference over both tropical and extratropical
region. Compared with the stabilized 2 °C experiment, the
transient 2 °C experiment simulates significantly warmer NH
oceans and a cooler Southern Ocean (Fig. 7b). Such warming
and cooling of the oceans increase the interhemispheric ther-
mal contrast, resulting in the northward shifting of the ITCZ
and Hadley circulation by enhancing the cross-equatorial heat
transport (Fig. 6b). Therefore, ITCZ-associated precipitation is
enhanced over the NH monsoon region. Cao et al. (2020) also
pointed out a model with larger interhemispheric temperature
difference tends to enhance NH monsoon precipitation by
shifting the ITCZ and Hadley circulation positions.

We also compare the simulated NHLMP in the stabilized
1.5 °C and 1.5 °C overshoot experiments. Precipitation is
comparable with each other under these two scenarios.
Moreover, the simulated SST and low-level circulation have
no significant difference over most of globe under the stabi-
lized and overshoot scenario (Fig. 7a).

In summary, the simulated NHLMP is more vigorous under
transient 2 °C global warming compared with that under

stabilized 2 °C global warming, but there is no significant dif-
ference in projected precipitation between stabilized 1.5 °C and
1.5 °C overshoot experiments. The vigorous monsoon precipi-
tation is caused by the enlarged land—sea thermal contrast and
interhemispheric temperature difference. The former increases
the surface pressure gradient between NH continental and its
adjacent ocean, leading to strengthening of monsoon circula-
tion. The latter can shift the ITCZ and Hadley circulation
northward resulting in the northward shift of rain band. Both
mechanisms are benefit to the enhancement of NHLMP.

4. Discussion and conclusion

Four CO, concentration pathways were elaborately
designed with the NESM3 model to produce the 1.5 °C/2 °C
global warming scenarios (including stabilized 1.5 °C, 1.5 °C
overshoot, stabilized, and transient 2 °C experiments). We
integrated five ensembles for each of the four scenarios. These
simulations produced the evolutions of GMST as expected,
thus raising our confidence in assessing the climate impacts of
the 1.5 °C/2 °C global warming.

Under 1.5 °C/2 °C global warming scenario, the changes of
the climatologic mean of SAT are all characterized by a
warmer NH than SH, a warmer land surface than ocean, and a
warmer higher latitude than lower latitudes patterns.
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lines indicate the global warming of 1.5 °C/2 °C above preindustrial levels).

Moreover, the changes of precipitation are all featured by
‘NH-wetter than-SH’ pattern in the tropics and wetter
high—latitude storm track regions. The climatologic mean
temperature and precipitation are similar between stabilized
1.5 °C and 1.5 °C overshoot experiments. However, the
climate responses (including temperature, precipitation, and
circulation) are significantly different between transient and
stabilized 2 °C global warming, especially over the NH
monsoon region.

The response of monsoon precipitation to transient global
warming has been extensively explored in previous studies
(Hsu et al., 2013; Kitoh et al., 2013; Lee and Wang, 2014),
while it is less compared with the response to stabilized or
overshoot scenario. Under the transient global warming, the
projections from CMIP5/6 experiments indicated an
increasement of NHLMP due to the enhanced moisture flux
convergence over the monsoon regions (Kitoh et al., 2013;
Wang et al., 2020). This convergence is dominated by the
moistening of atmospheric although it is partially offset by the
weakening of tropical circulation (Hsu et al., 2013; Kitoh
et al., 2013; Wang et al., 2020). This thermodynamic argu-
ment is challenged by the dynamic argument that the change
of monsoon precipitation is the results of tropical circulation
shifting, since the effect of enhancement of moisture is
canceled by the weakening of mean tropical circulation. Under
the transient global warming, the projected SAT warming
shows the ‘NH-warmer than-SH’ and ‘land-warmer than-
ocean’ patterns (Fig. 2; Wang et al., 2020). King et al. (2020)

revealed the two SAT warming patterns are more prominent
under transient global warming compare to stabilized warming
under the same magnitude of global warming. The two dif-
ferential warming patterns are found to be important factors in
explaining the NHLMP difference between the transient and
stabilized global warming in this study.

The NHLMP is projected to be 30% greater for the tran-
sient 2 °C experiment than that for the stabilized 2 °C
experiment. Such a phenomenon is mainly due to dynamic
effect (circulation change) of the enlarged land—sea thermal
contrast and interhemispheric temperature difference under the
transient global warming. On one hand, the enlarged land—sea
thermal contrast increases the surface pressure gradients be-
tween the NH continents and its adjacent ocean, thus
enhancing the NH monsoon circulation. Moreover, it trans-
ports more moisture to the monsoon region; therefore, the
monsoon precipitation is enhanced. In addition, the strength-
ened moisture convergence enhances the Hadley circulation
that also reinforces the NH monsoon precipitation. On the
other hand, under the transient 2 °C warming, the projected
boreal summer ascent branch of Hadley circulation is stronger
(weaker) than the stabilized 2 °C warming over the region
north (south) of 8°N. This is associated with the more north-
ward expansion of Hadley circulation in the transient 2 °C
experiment. It is known that the shift of Hadley circulation is
coincident with the movement of ITCZ, which is commonly
driving by the interhemispheric differential warming-induced
cross-equatorial heat transport (Donohoe et al., 2013;
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Schneider et al., 2014; Xiang et al., 2018). Therefore, the
vigorous NHLMP is produced when the ITCZ shift more
northward in the transient 2 °C experiment.

In summary, this study suggests that the global impact
largely depends on the different warming trajectories.
Reducing the future GHG emission would benefit for reducing
the risk of flooding summer over the NH monsoon region.
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